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MEMORANDUY FOR: Intelligence Advisory Board
SUBJECT: N.I,A. Views on Proposed Executive Order "Directing the

Cooperation of Government Agencies in the Coordination
of Porelgn Intelligence Activities of the United Statest

1. By letter of 27 February, the Bureau of the Budget requested a state-
ment of the views of the N,I.A., with respect to a proposed Executive Order
"Directing the Cooperation of Government Agencies in the Coordination of
Foreign Intelligence Activities of the United States!. Copies of the letter
and proposed Executive Order are enclosed,

2, In order to expedite the reply, it is requested that the members of
the Intelligence Advisory Board present this matter directly to their res-
pective department heads with a view to securing approval of the N.I.A. action
proposeéd in paragraph 3 below,

3. It is recommended that the Director of Central Intelligence reply to
the Assistant Director, Bureau of the Budget, presenting the views of the N.I.A,
as follows:

The Ngtional Intelligence Authority has considered the proposed
Ekacutive Order "Directing the Cooperation of Government Agencies

in the Coordination of Foreign Intelligence Activities of the

United States" enclosed in your letter of 27 February 19L6.

In carrylng out the President's Directive of 22 Jamuary the National
Intelligence Authority has so far encountered no impsdiment which
would constitute a basis for recommending that the Dirvective should
be superseded by an Executive Order. Howaver, the N,I.A, offers no
objection to the publication of such an Executive Order, provided
that its effect will be merely to confirm and formelize the status
of the N.I.A, as an interdepartmental structure resting entirely

on the authority of the President and the cabinet officers designated
by him, and not requiring legislation in order to exist.

If such an Executive Order is to be issued, it whould be made clear
that the operation of N.,I.A. is in no sense an interim matter but

is intended to be perugnent., In this connection, the question is
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ralsed whether the phrase "including Title I of the First War
Powers Act, 1941 (55 Stat, 838)" should be specifically mentioned
in the statement of authority uponv which the Executive Order will
rest. If the phrase is not necessary the N,I.A., feels that it
should be omitted, since it appears to imply that some further
action may be necesgary upon the expiration of the First War
Powers Act,"
L. Tt is requested that this office be notified at the earliest
practicable date of the action taken by the department heads on the above

recommendation,

SIDNEY W, SOUZRS
Dirsctor

Enclosure:

48 noted in pars. 1 above
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